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Encountering something new

leads to new conversations

spreading new ideas

and bringing new people together.

[t's the start of a new life.

What kind of design would pave the way to such a new experience?

It's something that opens new doors and goes on to establish new genres.
Each of these designs is given shape,

and they are brought together to create a collection of new stories

We handpick the best creations that come from these stories, and present them to the world.
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Compared to the free atmosphere in offices abroad, somehow in Japan having snacks
does not give a positive impression. However, if tools are essential to work, snacks are
also a wonderful "tool". For example, if "Eatool" becomes an office fixture, you can feel
at ease just popping it into your mouth during a meeting or you can stick it to the
office wall and that may create a place for communication. By defining snacks as

ingredients, giving them a certain form and a special place, office snacks will start e i ¢aliring
working as "tools". Rift Ny b B B
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Eraser
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Eraser Writer
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Eraser Writer looks like a pen-type eraser, but it is a tool for "drawing". When used like
a pen, the rubber is worn down and adheres to the place where you draw. The fact that
the lines drawn easily disappear simply by rubbing them by hand, has made it possible
to draw freely on various things around you and then erase it. Even us adults who have
become accustomed to only drawing on paper most likely used to draw freely as
children regardless of whether it was within the framework of paper or not. We think
that we want people to return to this free way of looking at the world that they had in
their childhood and create new stories in their lives by using the Eraser Writer,
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Technology has made us aware of the precise time, but also, made us slaves of time.
"Time Sail" is a clock that makes people rethink about time and their lives. It is just like
a little sailboat, free and comforting, silently sailing the ocean named "time", slowing
down the pace of surroundings and easing the user. Most of the functions of "Time Sail"
have been taken away, not to mention, it won't wake you up.However, at a later time in
the future, it might awake something important in your mind.
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Pencil, eraser, mechanical pencil, lead, pen, ruler
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Magnet stationery
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Stationery with magnetic force. This is a proposal to gather stationery together
without a holder by each item sticking together as a mass by magnetic force.
Although magnets are commonly used in our surroundings, the invisible force they
have to draw things together and separate them is a mysterious thing. By giving the
magnets the function of "stationery", the relationship between pen and pen, pen and
person, person and stationery, will change. We can look forward to new ways of using
magnetic force and | think that the element of surprise that the "stationery sticks
together" will also create a talking point. Since we use stationery every day, | think it
would be nice to have a little fun using it.
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Sunny days notebook
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The moment when the sunlight pokes through the breaks in the
clouds is captured in the experience of using a notebook. The
sunlight shines on the paper when you turn the page, and the
shadows on the paper remind you of all sorts of scenes. Sitting at a
cafe with a cup of coffee, under the sunlight that filters through the
leaves of the trees..This is a notebook which is interpreted anew
according to each users' memories.
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Graph of my month
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Everything that we do in our daily life has its own priority level. Days
of celebration, like birthdays and wedding anniversaries. Days with
things we can't avoid, like exams and meetings. Perhaps, days we
are free from any plans could also be considered important days.
‘Graph of my month' is a calendar that displays the month's days in
the form of graph, according to their priority level.
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Sticker
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Diary Bandage
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The content of our diaries is not exclusively amazing moments
Let's preserve the memories we don't want to look back on again
with the 'Diary Bandage'. Though you can no longer see it directly,
you know the entry is still there. Maybe someday you will be able to
remove that bandage and face it without fear. It's the bandage that
helps you organize your thoughts every single day
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Felt-tip pen
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Beyond the dirt
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When something gets stained, one of its stories comes to an end
But, if we add a pattern or design in the same color, we might able
to spin those closing chapters into a new beginning. These felt-tip
pens have colors that correspond to various food stains. Shapes
formed by chance from the stains can be turned to the source of a
new idea. By adding a new drawing on to an item that has got
stained, you can create a new chapter in its life.
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Creating a rainbow Toothbrush
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Young and old, men and women: Everyone uses a toothbrush, and
it is an easily replaceable daily necessity. But, as you hold this
toothbrush at different angles and play with it, or leave it lying
around casually, the humdrum appearance of the wall, floor or
ceiling is transformed with a beautiful rainbow. When you're not
using toothbrush and just pause still for a moment, it becomes a
new natural storyteller whose aesthetic sense transcends the
everyday.
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This furniture collection consists of simple, easy to produce and
easy to combine elements, designed as multipurpose blocks. The
row material is obtained during paper recycling, in two of its
varieties:paperpulp and paper sludge. The new material obtained is
of an extreme lightness due to the low density of the matter, but
with a very high resistance. It has the appearance of artificial stone,
but the texture and feel of natural wood, which invites to be
touched and enjoyed. Thus, the furniture collection tries to exploit
a material of no apparent utility to produce something new, useful
and of unique qualities;in other words, to give the opportunity to a
waste material to tell a NEW STORY.

Nadia Vasileva
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CEO, Art Director & Creative Director of KIGI

Ryosuke Uehara

I'was hoping for a new genre to be born, so it was good that
designs with that element in it appeared in the Final Judging. |
think that it is an interesting trend that the kind of designs that
have somewhat increased are those in which the creator does
not provide guidance to the user about the design but rather
entrusts a sense of freedom and imagination to the user. On the
other hand, we did not know how to deal with the idea of a new
genre, and there were some scenes with fiery discussions. Since
designs will evolve further from now on, applicants will have to
explore new structures for their ideas and think more deeply
and express the area of feelings. Also, the judges will be
required to read more deeply into the designs

CEO & Executive Creative Director of PARTY NY

Masashi Kawamura

It was the first time for me to participate as a judge and | really
enjoyed it. In recent years, there has been more of a focus on
incorporating the elements of narrative and context into
designs and with the importance of emotional value being
talked about, | think it became inevitable that the theme of NEW
STORY emerged. | was looking forward to seeing how the
applicants would interpret this theme, and as a result, there
were a rich variety of designs and | was able to look at each one
with a fresh feeling. From now on, | am hoping to see more
designs bases on themes that capture the feel of the times and
give us a sense of surprise.

CEO & designer of design office nendo

Oki Sato

Several designs that first of all had been discarded by the

judges were revived after being interpreted from a different

perspective. "NEW STORY" was an interesting theme in that the
designs could be evaluated from various viewpoints. Although |
had my personal feelings while reviewing the designs, | strongly
felt the possibilities for the things that are able to expand
connections by being able to create a sense of empathy in many
people. Although it had been quite a while since the last time |
was a judge, | was amazed by the evolution of the concept and
process of the KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD.
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Artist

Yasuhiro Suzuki

The thing | felt in my 5th year of judging this Award was that it
has reached a level of being able to deal with designs with no
clear purpose. The number of works for which the usage
changes depending on the people who use it has increased, and
| felt that these designs were more like art than a product that
meets the needs of the customer. | got the impression that the
activities of designers and their way of living as creators has
become more fluid. So the possibilities for the creation of
designs in a softer and more flexible way have expanded in ways
which would not be possible in the creative activities of
ordinary companies or within a framework of closed values.

Art Director & Designer of KIGI

Yoshie Watanabe

| was pleased that | could feel the power of something being
concentrated and brought to life in the prototypes and
presentations at the Final Judging. On the other hand, it was
more difficult to make a judgement this time than ever before,
especially when judging the Merit Award, the judges' opinions
started to differ little by little, and even | felt confused about my
own opinion. Although the concept of the award was
maintained from previous years with simple and easy-to-under-
stand designs receiving awards, this year it was something new
that emotional designs with a sense of concreteness were also
highly evaluated. | am hoping that such a direction will continue
from now on.

KOKUYO Co., Ltd.
Representative Director of the Board, President and CEO

Hidekuni Kuroda

As the KOKUYO DESIGN AWARD reaches its 15-year milestone
and continuing on after “Beautiful Lifestyle” and “HOW TO LIVE’,
we selected this theme of "NEW STORY" in the hope of
discovering ideas that appeal to people's emotions and also
have the potential to create new product genres. We want the
company of KOKUYO itself to continue changing as well. | was
more deeply interested in seeing how the applicants interpret-
ed the theme than judging which the winning designs were
Through these awards, KOKUYO wants to think about future
values and propose designs together with everybody. | feel
confident that we are evolving as a result of such events.



GRAND PRIX

ORGANIZER KOKUYO CO.. LTD
SPONSOR . DESIGN MAGAZINE AXIS

ART DIRECTION KIGI

MERIT AVARD EDITRIAL DESIGN - SHINGO FUJIYA



http: /www.kokuyo.co.jp/award/





